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cD
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 of people are still 
asking questions about K

ennedy's as- 

H
ugh M

cD
onald 

sassin
atio

n
, alo

n
g

 co
m

es H
u

g
h

 C
. 

M
cD

onald. 
M

cD
onald says he tracked dow

n, 
m

et and talked w
ith K

ennedy's killer. 
H

e says the assassin w
as a "m

erce-
n

ary
 an

d
 a p

ro
" w

h
o

 p
u

lled
 o

ff th
e 

m
urder for som

e group w
hich m

ight 
h
av

e b
een

 "a ro
g
u
e elem

en
t o

f th
e 

C
IA

." 	
• 

F
u

rth
er, h

e say
s th

at "S
au

l," th
e 

nam
e he has given the hit m

an, con-
fessed

 h
is ro

le to
 h

im
 in

 a L
o
n
d
o
n
 

hotel room
 in 1972. 

B
u
t M

cD
o
n
ald

, 6
2
 an

d
 a fo

rm
er 

chief of detectives for the L
os A

ngeles 
C

ounty sheriff's office, didn't take this 
inform

ation to an official governm
ent 

b
o
d
y
 "b

ecau
se it w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 
classified and buried," he said in a re-
cent B

ulletin interview
. 

Instead he w
rote a book, "A

ppoint- 

m
ent in D

allas:,the F
inal S

olutions to 
the A

ssassination of JF
K

." 
In the book he gives S

aul's story—
the confession, M

cD
onald says, of the 

m
an w

ho shot K
ennedy and w

ithin tw
o 

hours after the shooting w
as out of the 

country. 
M

cD
onald, w

ho told T
he B

ulletin he 
had w

orked for the C
IA

 "on assign-
m

ent for $100 .  a day," said he first m
et 

S
aul in C

IA
 headquarters in W

ashing-
to

n
, fo

llo
w

in
g
 th

e B
ay

 o
f P

ig
s in

-
vasion. 

H
e said the second m

eeting, in'he 
L

ondon hotel room
, took place after a 

three-year search in 10 countries. 
"It's a difficult story to believe," he 

ad
m

itted
. B

u
t b

ecau
se h

e b
eliev

ed
 

S
au

l, h
e said

, "th
e tru

th
 o

f S
au

l's 
sto

ry
 h

as to
 co

m
e o

u
t," an

d
 th

at's 
w

hy he w
rote the book. 

"T
ak

in
g

 it to
 th

e C
IA

," h
e said

, 
"w

ould be like carrying coals to N
ew

-
castle. I think the C

IA
 is involV

ed ei-
ther officially or through a rogue ele-
m

ent. I w
ould lean tow

ard som
e sort 

o
f ru

n
aw

ay
 situ

atio
n

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
agency. . . I w

ould hope that's w
hat i! 

• is." 

M
cD

onald says he believes the U
.S

. 
has "trained people to be involved in 
assassin

atio
n
s" b

u
t h

e d
o
esn

't co
n
-

dem
n it "because of the w

orld w
e live 

in
." 

H
e suggests that although the U

.S
. 

m
ig

h
t "set u

p
" assassin

atio
n
s, is 

w
ould hire foreign killers. 
"T

h
e first tim

e I m
et S

au
l I w

as 
sure he w

as in that capacity. . . w
ork-

ing only on assignm
ent w

ith the 
M

cD
onald said. 


